16 -year-o 



By Harry Harris 


Tribune staff writer 

An Oakland police officer was 
shot five times early yesterday 
but still managed to wound the 
16-year-old suspect who opened 
fire on him without warning, in¬ 
vestigators said. ..—. 

Officer Craig(ChewW as shot 
when one of two youths he 
stopped on a North Oakland 
street suddenly pulled a revolv¬ 
er and began firing, investiga¬ 
tors said. 

Chew is the first Oakland po¬ 
lice officer to be shot and wound¬ 
ed this year. 

Police were reluctant to dis¬ 
cuss a motive for the shooting, 
but investigators believe the 16- 
year-old gunman and two other 
suspects might have been in¬ 
volved in earlier crimes and 
may have been planning another 
when Chew confronted them. 

Chew, 25, was knocked to the 
pavement by the hail of bullets, 
which missed the protective vest 
he was wearing. 

He was in stable condition at a 
local hospital with wounds to'the 
upper chest, arm, hand and leg. 

lay on the ground the gunman 
unsuccessfully tried to get the 
officer’s .45-caliber semiauto¬ 
matic from his ho.lster. But 
Chew was able to draw the gun 
himself and begin shooting at the 
youth. 

The suspect, whose name was 
not released because off his age, 
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Continued from Page A-l 
was hit three times. He 
found in a driveway on „. lo . 

IhTe half ' block from 
TnH ™ th shots were exchanged, 

i<^HSK a6,e “" dl “ 0 " aU 


A second 16-year-old suspect 
about a half-hour 

streef*; 3 H- 27th and Harrison 
streets. His name was not re¬ 
leased, but police said he was a 
cousin of the wounded suspect. 
Both teenagers had minor arrest 
records until yesterday, police 

A 20-year-old man also was 
arrested and all three wlre 
j5J® H? f0r investi gation of 
fice ™ PtGd murder of a Police of- 

abo^^rr a,0ne on patro1 

aDoijt 3.45 a.m. yesterday when 
the violence unfolded. 

Rrifw Che ^ was driving on 
Broadway he could see a car im- 

tio°n^f I, P f rked at the inter sec- 
tion of 41st and Terrace streets 

™ airan ,°P ei l convenience store. 
The car s lights were on and the 

nlar it year '° ldS Were stand ing 

iinl b JL .^°* year -° ld man, who po- 
hceM,d owned the car, was not 

g WaS 

• ”*<™ drove up, got out of his 

car and began talking to the 16- 
year-olds. Sims said Chew be- 

ci m f, S £ USpicious and decided he 
should frisk them. 

Before Chew could radio for 

5ffiEjSs??* of 0 


M>l qf “ n ai, d fire several shots at the 
W 0 i ^suspect while still lying on the 

reet and fired more shots at the 
suspect, who was hit in the arm 
ieg and abdomen, police said 
The revolver the suspect used 

Emery°‘a?d he “' W “ rec »vered. 


was 

41st 


q l.i _ , tnew was 

ab l e to .p> t0 bis portable radio 

able in h a heIp ' He ak0 was 
able to broadcast descriptions of 

the two suspects and the direc¬ 
tions they fled. 

fl J^ ea , nwhile> residents in the 
!f® aal f were calling police and 
the P hI C t CrS CO j ld hear gunfire in 
formf* kgr ? Und as they t0 <>k in- 
sa[™ tl<>n fr ° m caUers > Emery 

When the first officers arrived 
they found Chew on his feet still 

!™ k * ng for the suspects with his 
gun drawn. 

immediate su Pervisor. 

fifL F k Lowe ’ 831(1 Chew’s ae- 

tl0 "„ were not surprising. 

He s a tenacious officer ” 
Lowe said, pointing out that 
even with his wounds and the 
emotional turmoil Chew was 

f 01ag through, “he still kept his 
head about things.” P 0,8 

He said Chew had only been 
working a beat since January*? 
tw coming to Oakland from 

Sri ey ’ Where he had worked 
three years. 

® e . rk ® ley Capt. Phil Doran 
f a,d IS® department was sorry to 

in*?7v Who used t0 workL a 
d ™£ tsk force officer there. 

and!fL Was a , real hard worker 
and extremely likable.” 

0a ^^ H th °u gh he has been an 
Oakland officer a relatively 
brief period. Chew was a produc¬ 
tive one i/u.. pr V?.uc- 


youths “stepped back and pulled 

a gun, sims said, and began K t . aK , ,ana a relative!; 

shooting at the officer from less f nef P® 01 ^, Chew was a product 

than 10 feet away. S * Ive one, Lowe said, de£ribi„a 

Th ff ts ' J !*P Emery and Brian u^ Cbew helped identify two 

said lhe suspect was un- homicide suspects on his own. 

able to get Chew’s semiautomat- olten spots things other 

gaf toflle 0 " 1 ^ h0lSter and be * siid Ce ^He’° Ul< f 0ver,00k >” Lowe 
8 £ h to fIee * He s always curious and 

Chew was able to draw the Jos£ n ^\ what * g™g on. He’s 

nosy, but it produces results.” 





suspect showed ai lf 

^nncin. has been charged with I \em, like police/ 


r iDunv 91011 

A dislike of police and 3 fear 
of going to jail prompted a 15- 
vear-old boy to shoot an Oaklan 
police officer five times Tuesday 
morning, investigators said yes- 

teI ‘‘His intention was to kill the 
officer,” Sgt. Jim Emery said 

^■‘He^id he wasn’t sorry and 
he wouldn’t have felt bad if he 
had wounded an innocent passer- 

*. «*>? 

about is being caught." Emery 

Sal He said the stocky teenager 
confessed to police Wednesday 
when he was interviewed n his 
hospital room, where he is re¬ 
covering from gunshotssuHered 
when the wounded officer was 
able to draw his own gun an 
fire back at the yout^-^ 

The officer, Craifew> re¬ 
covering i nihrinrwounds at a 


local hospital 

Chew was s I 
fronted the su 
year-old youth 
outside a North 
nience store. T’ 
ed his attentioi 
they were nea 
the wrong dir 
lights on. 

Emery said 
know the two tc| 
year-old, iden 
Sawyer, had 
armed robberie 
Union City a si 
and were plan 
convenience stol 

All three hav 

involvement ini 
which netted 
$300, Emery saj 


>t after he con- 
>ect and a 16- 
ar ly Wednesday 
Oakland conve- 
youths attract- 
iecause the car 
was parked in 
:tlon with the 

■Chew did not 
ngers and a 20- 
lied as Calvin 
ammitted two 
in Oakland and 
rt time earlier 
ing to rob the 

admitted their 
(the robberies, 
[em less than 


The shooting Aspect has been 
charged with atfrnpted murder 
of a police o fleer and two 
counts of robbed- His 16 -year- 
old accompliceV e P° rtedly 


cousin, has been charged with 
the robbery counts as has baw 

^Cbew was by himself when he 
attempted to frisk the two teen¬ 
agers P whose acti r ;'?? d -i! 

him suspicious, police said. Saw 

ye Emery 1 said "the fcjjrji- 

worried if the officer searched 
ffi he would.fjdI the revolver 
he was carrying that tney 

used in the holdups. didn’t 

“He had a gun and he aidnt 

gators he had found the gun on 
He^sald the youth also told in 


lem,” Emery said. Hesaid'hp 

he just didn’t like police. - : 

Emery said the youth dg. 
coriSd how he started turnibgl 
STaway from Cbuw beMg 
suddenly pulling tbe guntronu«W 
jacket pocket and opening fi?e 
from just a few feet away. 

Emery said as the youth tofo, 

his story to P° lice an 5 e h fw^ 
show any emotion and he was 
totally remorseless. He said lie 
meant to kill the officer. 


Belliv w % 4 | 

Even though he was hlt .f^ 
times - the bullets all missdd 
^protective vest - Chew who 
had been knocked to the i rou _ 
by the shots, was able todraw Ws 
.45 semi-automatic and retuOi 
fire at the youth. 

The suspect was hit. thrie? 

tim«,inlbelug.armaudaM? ; 

men He was only able to maneii 
less' than a half-block from the 
wounded officer before coUap|- 
ing in a driveway, where re 
spending officers found him. ^ 





aapw/ff 8 °^ cer c ^Us it luck 

[ufl^^he^ing 1 {«• re * "“"dI? te Ire ^ £" *** and a __ _ 


Triton*,toitw™Jf>k\ AUG 3 1991 

memberhearingor ?ccll^' ^ i f,^?^ doesn ’ t re * 
that knocked hi£ S £">**> 

b«ll*s^^ 

!ESF n WaS “ trying t0 «“ nS h e a and e i r h e a a i 1 Z t e o d s^? 

stop ^Awo C £age? s e eaHv T?e ifl | g t0 be 3 r ° Utine 
police officer’s worst nffiJ a l ^ turned into a 

Sm wilhoS?' l wa d rniSg V ° 1Ver a ” d St * rt ** shoSg^t 

sure if it was fgua Se* 


lice car for cover hnt r ~ 

his wounds cnnin ^ , because of 
his stomach. Thatch/ 0 * 1 onto 

he was in ,„i. a ?‘ s ‘he position 


th S en W r tW0 real <}uick f,a l 
en I was in deep trout 

. Respite being hit f 
missed his protege 1 
«, narrow brush with deal 
own gun and wound his 

an n i i Sterda ^ ‘he 25-yi 
n O ak ia nt j police offic ! 

years with Berkeley, s 
hospital bed. y 

Chew was by hims 

spotted the 15-ye y ar oTd 

standing near a car pari 
near a convenience stor 

He decided to cheel 


J times - all the haw, 
and w° h survive d his 

^outhfufassanam hiS and could not P^vi^e'anvTZ^"® suspici 
"r-old Chew, who became fh d if he could search them for Cati ° n ' J 
in November after threl their Paction and mine.” em for weapons 

r * h,S ° rtol £ « &*MS rass- - « K. hands on 

fe&ssasa ssswj&ff -» Jsxf&s 


had a^shorfthne earlier robbed tw 3 " f hiding nearb y 

Chew °saTd b the e “T lie " Ce 5K"" ^ ^ 
and could not proJKnTid/? r‘ S suspiciou sly 
asked if h« —*,L_ iae ?"■£ identification. So he 

them for _ 


,em ou ‘- not knowing the 
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and the other hart t« gbt b,ce P 
flesh below jS?i* to f n lnt0 
^odged Iess^han h onA V,C]eand 
inch from his aorta quarter 

with 

Ctew's right ^L aSh, " e “ t » 

ball bat.” me ^th a base- 

^M^^^ ^hand up to 

Pierced 

lice car *° rol] «“>*£ to po . 
bis wounds could on! because of 
bis stomach That’s th F °^ on *° 
be was in when fhl S tbe posit i°n 
over h^ 7 nd S.J^ Ctst00d 
back, he saTd h0t him in the 

Chlw’s^Sber si ried t0 grab 

?£3:52 

As the" vou/h of g *l n bimself. 
ward phn ^ started back- 

o pened tee, 

a* »“ 

hefp as wellls giveaV 0 

tured by y pSui?„rf y h were “P- 
charged P d have been 

SsmbsstS 

wb“7e was ,o,H a h ddened "™ 

tors the Zuth tt 3 ' ,nv<!st,sa - 

over.he??S 4 a<i T “g™or S 

fled tt,r e „°“ „ rt J e Was *°‘"e ‘o 

liked 

Chew believes there might be 
!?° r . e hostility against police 
lately because of the videota^a 

beating of a motorfsUytosTn 

repeatedly 6 bas be^nshown 

tur ?f- is Robing forward to re¬ 
turn to work as soon as he can 

ch * Z JO h y m y J°b- That hasn’t 
changed because of one bad per- 


;Pop used excessive force in melee 
.^ er iS®S tydance ’P^el rules 

• Th* Tribun* i 

' BERKELEY - The city’s Po- ^Jf si °n^ f elt: after lengthy testi- 
lice Review Commission^ruled Der iv 2?* C , hevy acted irn P r& - 
yesterday that Berkeley police Hlffi ! ie Jabbed Hawley 
officer Craig Cheyi, S g™ ™ « *> «■ The decision 

sive fnrpp and __ .caine at 2.30 a.m. yesterday. 


sive force and improperly ar¬ 
rested a UC-Berkleley sopho¬ 
more during a disturbance at a 
dance sponsored by a black fra¬ 
ternity last July. 

The complaint by Terrance 

aWlPTr IQ nr nn i-I_ n 


Under Berkeley statute, the 
commission forwards its find¬ 
ings to the city manager, who 
decides if the officer should be 
punished, Samsel said. He added 
•>« also 


Hawley. 19, was the first of a asked'wMW ? has also 
dozen complaints of police bru- U ?' B , ke ey P olice and 

tality during the disturbance f:°™^f ndersoftheB erkeleypo- 
thai iho -... . ance lice to appear at a hearing to 

determine fhn ___ . 


"it r, -° udiice 

tnat the commission will hear in 
coming weeks. Witnesses have 
.charged that police used unnec¬ 
essary force because they faced 

a crowd of primarily black stu- 
dents. 

Commission chairman Wil¬ 
liam Samsel said that the com- 


determine the cause of the riot 

Berkeley police have stated 
that they rushed to the scene out¬ 
side the Bear’s Lair at UC- 
Berkeley after receiving an of- 
J*eer in distress call from UC po- 









Young woman 
was armed with 


mmm 

By Chip Johnson, i 

ifa nits CaMAH .xi n_ a a . 


Kevin Fagan and Paul Grabowicz 

Tribune staff writers 


BERKELEY — A troubled, 20-year- 
old People’s Park protester, obsessed for 
years with a desire to overthrow authori- 
ty, was shot and killed by police yester¬ 
day after she broke into the campus 
house of University of California Chan¬ 
cellor Chang-Lin Tien. 

Rosebud Abigail Denovo was killed 
as she lunged with a machete toward an 
Oakland police officer in the second- 
floor bathroom of the chancellor’s gran¬ 
ite mansion. The officer fired at/least 
three shots, one of which pierc^a her 


See VCIRaie A-ll 
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heart, after Denovo knocked him 
into a bathtub, police said. 

The chancellor and his wife, 
Di-Hwa, were unharmed. Police 
alerted by a silent house alarm 
tripped at 5:51 a.m. — evidently 
when Denovo cut through a base¬ 
ment window with a propane 
torch called Tien and his wife 
and told them to lock their bed¬ 
room and stay inside. 

UC police arrived a few min¬ 
utes later and quietly escorted 
Tien and his wife outside before 
searching the mansion. 

The intruder, Denovo, was a 
disturbed young woman who had 
been in and out of mental institu¬ 
tions and jails since the age of 
12, according to friends and 
court documents. Always a revo¬ 
lutionary, she made People’s 
Park her cause, and was de¬ 
scribed as both brilliant and er¬ 
ratic by friends and police alike. 

Last year she was arrested on 
charges of storing a cache of ex¬ 
plosives in the hills behind cam¬ 
pus. 

Last night, her death sparked 
a rowdy demonstration as 
protesters stormed down Tele¬ 
graph Avenue toward Tien’s 
house. When police blocked their 
path, the demonstrators lit bon¬ 
fires, threw rocks, fought with 
officers, an d attempted to tear 

but no major injuries reported. 

Officers investigating the 
shooting at Tien’s home said 
there was no evidence that De¬ 
novo had an accomplice. How¬ 
ever, they refused to comment 
on the likelihood of involvement 
by 31-year-old Andrew Barnum 
her boyfriend and fellow protes¬ 
ter against university plans to 
develop People’s Park. 

Barnum is accused with Deno¬ 
vo in the 1991 explosives case, 
and the two were set to go to 
trial Sept. 14. He was seen griev¬ 
ing yesterday morning with 
friends at People’s Park, and an¬ 
grily refused interviews. 

Friends said he went into hid¬ 
ing in the afternoon. 

Police yesterday found a 
black duffel bag Denovo carried 
with her to the chancellor’s 
house that contained a note out¬ 
lining her intentions, but they de¬ 
clined to disclose the full con¬ 
tents of the bag. 

UC police Lt. Pat Carroll said 
the note read in part, “To all 
concerned: We want the volley¬ 
ball courts, the basketball 
courts, the bathroom, play¬ 
ground, pathways, driveways 
water fountains and all other UC 
oreity construction stopped.” 

“No interference with peo¬ 
ple’s construction in People’s 


Park. We are willing to die for 
this property. Are you?” 

Carroll said the note was 
signed by the “People’s Will Di¬ 
rect Action Committee.” 

Dan Boggan, vice chancellor 
and head of campus security, 
said UC officials have no inten¬ 
tion of halting plans to continue 
to develop the park. The univer¬ 
sity and many neighbors say the 
park, a few blocks south of the 
campus, has become a breeding 
ground for crime, drugs and vio¬ 
lence. 

“We plan to make it a func¬ 
tional park and one that people 
can use,” Boggan said. 

Denovo and others since the 
1960s have opposed any cleanup 
plans, saying they want the park 
to remain a public refuge for the 
homeless and political activists. 

Park protesters yesterday 
said they thought police “had it 
in” for Denovo, and they warned 
in a memorial service last night 
they would continue to fight for 
“liberation” of the park. 

“Rosebud will not be forgot¬ 
ten,” Tony McNair vowed at an 
evening memorial that drew 200 
people to the park. “If the police 
think for one minute they’re 
going to sweep this under the 
rug, they’ve got another think 
coming.” 

^Qajtland police Officer Craig 
(CheWj ^vho shot Denovo, had no 
cWJIce but to fire, said Oakland 
and UC police. 

Chew, who had recently re¬ 
turned to work after being shot 
tdiHS, ar by a burgla¬ 

ry suspect, was among a number 
of officers summoned to help UC 
police search Tien’s house. 

Chew was in a second-floor 
bathroom with other officers 
and a dog unit when Denovo was 
discovered, said Oakland police 
Lt. Mike Sims. 

He said Denovo, armed with a 
hunting knife and an 18-inch 
machete, was hiding in an ad¬ 
joining bedroom, and when 
Chew tried to enter the bedroom 
she yanked the door open and 
brandished the machete. 


Chew, pushed by the opening 
door into the bathtub, fired nis 
semiautomatic pistol at the 
woman, hitting her in the hands 
and chest. 

“He had no time to react other 
than to defend his life,” Sims 
said. “He had to fire.” 

Denovo died at 7:45 a.m. at 
Highland Hospital in Oakland. 

The Oakland homicide unit 
and the Alameda District Attor¬ 
ney’s office are investigating the 
shooting, Carroll said. 

Park regular Jim Henry had 
called rock radio station KFOG 
yesterday morning, saying De¬ 
novo phoned him from Tien’s 
house at 6:30 a.m. to tell him she 
was there, police were going to 
kill her, and to “say goodbye” to 
her park friends. 


Denovo, a veteran protester, 
was no stranger to campus 
neighbors or to police who re¬ 
member their encounters with 
her. 

“There are some people I 
wouldn’t turn my back on, and 
she is at the top of the list,” said 
a UC police officer who request¬ 
ed anonymity. “This isn’t a sur¬ 
prise to anyone who knew her.” 

In the last year, Denovo was 
arrested at least a dozen times, 
her last confrontation coming 
with Berkeley city police 10 
days ago. 

After a clerk at a local copy 
service refused to release a 
package mailed to her without 
proper identification, she ran be¬ 
hind the counter, kicked the 
clerk and hurried away. 

When she returned the follow¬ 
ing day she was arrested after 
scuffling with three city police 
officers, whom she spat at, 
kicked and attempted to bite, 
said Daryl Fair, manager at the 
store. 

Denovo has a long history of 
altercations with authority fig¬ 
ures, dating back to age 12, when 
she threatened to kill a vice prin¬ 
cipal at a middle school she at¬ 
tended in Lexington, Ky. ’ 

She is described in court 
records as extremely intelligent 
but with severe emotional prob¬ 
lems. She had been institutional¬ 
ized for mental illness several 
times, had undergone therapy 
since age 5, and had a criminal 
record dating to 1989, according 
to court documents. 

Born Laurie Marie Miller and 
raised in Kentucky, Denovo was 
committed to a mental institu¬ 
tion in 1989 because she was “be¬ 
yond her parents’ control,” ac¬ 
cording to court records. 

She escaped in 1990, and came 
to Berkeley because its reputa¬ 
tion as a center for organized 
political protest matched her 
own radical political beliefs, ac¬ 
cording to court records. 

“Andy (Barnum) and I wanted 
to only cause minor problems 
while they were building the vol¬ 
leyball courts in People’s Park ” 
Timothy “Freebird” Jacobs, a 
friend of the couple, once told 
police. 

“Rosebud wanted to do more 
radical things. She wanted to 
blow things up.” 

Her father. Green Russell 
Miller, was grief-stricken when 
reached by phone at his Ken¬ 
tucky home yesterday. 

“We love our daughter very 
much. We’re going to miss her 
very much,” he said before 
hanging up. Park denizens said 
Miller and his wife visited Deno¬ 
vo last month and apparently 
had reconciled their long-tat¬ 
tered relationship. 

Contributing to this report 
were Tribune staff writers Janet 
Byron, Harry Harris, Sandy Kleff- 
man and Dan Vasquez. 












Calm reign 
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BERKELEY — People’s Park 
was relatively calm yesterday in 
the aftermath of the shooting 
death Tuesday of a park activist 
who broke into the UC-Berkeley 
chancellor’s campus residence 
Pink rosebuds, part of a make¬ 
shift memorial to Rosebud Abi¬ 
gail Denovo, wilted atop a pole 
in the park’s controversial vol¬ 
leyball courts as UC students 
played the game without discus¬ 
sion of the death. 

Last night about 80 demon¬ 
strators gathered at a vigil at 


the park und 
of a similar nfcber 
ficers. No in< 


were report* 

Denovo, 20 
land police c 
early Tuesda 
ly lunged at \ 
during a poli< 
cellor Cha n J 
sion. 


Ti s< 


Denovo's 
rested late 
legedly attacBd 
lice officers 
triggered by 
Seven othe 


at Cal following sh 


the watchful eye 
of police of- 
dents or arrests 


ras killed bj| 
icer>Q^ai^irhev 
when she alle? 
n with a machete 
search of Chan- I 
in Tien’s man- 


yfriend was ar- 
®jday after he al- 
J two campus po- 
luring a protest 
e death, 
people were also 


le 


arrested for resisting arrest, at¬ 
tacking a police officer and var¬ 
ious other charges during dem¬ 
onstrations that erupted in the 
hours after Denovo was pro¬ 
nounced dead at Highland Hospi- 


Despite the shooting and sub¬ 
sequent melee on Telegraph Av¬ 
enue near the campus, People’s 
Park yesterday looked normal 
for itself — people peddled pot 
and LSD, read books and maga¬ 
zines, walked their dogs and 
slept in sleeping bags in the mid¬ 
dle of the day. 

Most of the hard-core political 


[activists who hung out in the 
park with Denovo stayed away 
from the park "because they 
were tired from last night, and 
too many cops are hanging 
ground," Eli Yates, a friend of 
enovo, said at the park. 

He said fellow protesters who 
helped Denovo in her fight to 
wrest the park from university 
control were angry and hurt at 
jier portrayal in the media as 
‘not much more than a crazy 
voman.’* 


“I really think it was an assas- 
bmation because the cops had it 
In ior her, he said as friends 




gathered around and nodded 
their heads. “Rosebud was one of 
the most courage is and dedi¬ 
cated human Mings I ever 
knew.” 

Barnum, who job d Denovo in 
her attempts to “free” People’s 
Park from the ownership of the 
university, was anfcsted after he 
attacked a campu: police offi¬ 
cer, said universit. spokesman 
Bob Sanders. 


“He ran full spell at an officer 
from the middle >f a crowd,” 
said Sanders, kno iking the po¬ 
liceman to the gro nd. 

“Then he got and fought 


with another officer,” said Sand¬ 
ers. Barnum was eventually sub¬ 
dued and arrested on charges of 
battery on a police officer. 

“Andy was just about out of 
control with grief,” Daniel Sie¬ 
gel, a friend of Barnum and De¬ 
novo, said as he lounged beneath 
a clump of trees where the cou¬ 
ple usually spent the afternoons. 
“A lot of us are still hurting. 


“My question is: Why did they 
have to kill her? I mean, shoot- 
ting is one thing, but kitting is 
another. / 

See CAjat, Page A-7 
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Continued from Page A-l 

It has been reported the 
Berkeley Police Review Com¬ 
mission upheld allegations of 
misconduct by Chew while he 
was a Berkeley officer in 1989. 

They included making an im¬ 
proper arrest and abusing his 
discretion during a traffic stop 
in June 1989; and using exces¬ 
sive force and making an impro¬ 
per arrest while he was one of 
several officers breaking up a 
. large b rawl at the Bear’s Lair 

July 1989. 

The PRC also found Chew 
made an improper arrest during 
a raid on a drug house in Sep¬ 
tember 1989. 

The July 1989 finding was up¬ 
held by the Berkeley city man¬ 
ager’s office while the June find¬ 
ing was not. No decision has 
been made in the third case. 

Hart said he has no reason to 
believe Chew is an overly ag¬ 
gressive officer. 

The only time he fired his gun 
before this week’s Shooting was 
in July of last year when a 16- 
year-old robbery suspect shot 
him five times. Chew, who re¬ 
turned to full-time duty only a 
tew months ago, was’able to 


wound the assailant, who was 
later captured. 

Hart said Chew’s Berkeley 
record and his performance as 
an Oakland officer since he 
joined the department in No¬ 
vember of 1989 show him to be 
a very capable and competent 
officer.” 

Hart said “it’s extremely un¬ 
fortunate and inappropriate that 
some news stories have attempt- 
ed to focus on allegations that 
Officer Chew had force-related 

complaints inhisbackacound’ ’ 

which in m^uSgmen^^^* 
relevant to what happened at the 
chancellor’s home. 

“The fact is known by all and 
disputed by none that an emo¬ 
tionally disturbed person was at¬ 
tacking the officer and he had no 
choice but to do what he did. He 
was not at fault and he should 
not be made a fall guy for that.” 

Hart said the media reports of 
Chew’s past record is “misdi¬ 
rected focus that in my judg¬ 
ment gives comfort and support 
to those screwballs who are at¬ 
tempting to rationalize their 
rioting on the streets of Berke¬ 
ley.” 

— Tribune staff writer Dan Vas- 
quez contributed to this report. 






‘She would hake killed me/ c fficer says 


V/Cnew 


By Harry Harris and Paul Grabowicz v/piew rev 

Tribune stall writers C AT A I If, 9 Q 1992 P ar ^ P r0 ^ s 

r -Em; Oakland police officer Craig thecr^Md] 
ChewOthe 20-year legacy of violent strug- P 

V^er People’s Park came down to a U“ v 

few seconds of life-and-death confronta- iey cna 


tion. 


“I can onl 


^mbers vividly the look on 
1 Rosebud Denovo’s face as 
| on him with a machete in 
arters of a bathroom in the 
sity of California at Berke- 
Chang-Lin Tien, 
remember seeing her face. 


Her eyes were wide open anflher mouth 
was open, like she was yellinf something, 
but I can't remember what, i anything, 
she was saying,” Chew told le Tribune 
last night in his first interviflv since he 
fatally shot Denovo on Tuesd 
‘‘She just had this really i: 


mse look,” 


he said. 

Chew said he fired at Denovo asyfehe 
burst into the bathroom, wildly swinging 

_ See OFFICER, l{a/e A-9 

Denovo used disguise, police say, A-3 






the machete and sending him 
reeling against a wall as he re¬ 
treated. 

“If I hadn’t fallen backwards, 
she would have cut my arm or 
head off,” the 26-year-old officer 
recalled. “The blade came only 6 
inches from my upper torso. 

“I didn’t even have a chance to 
say anything” before he instinc¬ 
tively fired off four rounds, 
Chew said. “From the time she 
was in view until the time she 
fell was just a few seconds. 

“I feel bad that it had to end 
up this way,” Chew said. “Some¬ 
body forced me to take their life, 
but I refuse to die for somebody 

who’s trying to kill me. 

“It’s not a good guy vs. bad 
guy thing, or police vs. some¬ 
body else. All the politics and all 
the reasons were gone. It’s not 
for a cause. They are trying to 
twice my life. They are trying to 
kni me.” 

Police say Denovo, who got 
int<£the chancellor’s house by 
using a blowtorch to cut through 
a basement window, apparently 
planned to attack Tien and his 

wife. V , , , 

A vcsnftKO Denovo had been 
J ^ bombs to 

^otner 


anc 


targets because the university 

was building volleyball courts at 
People’s Park. 

The park has been the source 
of repeated clashes between 
protesters and police since May 
196f, when the university evict¬ 
ed Students and others from the 

Chew was only 4 years old at 
#the time. 

But this week he found himself 
drawn into the controversy be¬ 
cause of the Denovo shooting 
and his record as a police officer 
in Berkeley from 1988 to 1990. 

Denovo’s supporters have 
questioned why Chew had to 
shoot her, and pointed to past 
decisions by the Berkeley Police 
Review Commission upholding 
citizens’ complaints against him 
for excessive force and impro¬ 
per arrests. 

Chew dismissed those state¬ 
ments, saying, “In Berkeley, be¬ 
cause of the political atmos¬ 
phere, just being there... you’re 
going to get complaints.... You 
get complaints whether they’re 
justified or not.” 

Chew said in each case the po¬ 
lice internal affairs section ex¬ 
onerated him and he was never 
disciplined by the city manager. 

Oakland and Berkeley police 
have praised Chew’s work as a 
officer and said his shooting of 
Denovo was justified. 

Chew joined the Oakland force 
in November 1990, and last year 
was shot five times in a confron¬ 
tation with a teenage robbery 
suspect. 

He was called to the chancel¬ 
lor’s mansion Tuesday morning 
because he is a canine-handler 
and UC-Berkeley police wanted 
a dog to search the house. 

When Chew arrived, he said 


‘I feel bad that it had to 

end up this way. 
Somebody forced me to 
take their life, but I 
refuse to die for 
somebody who's trying 
to kill me.' 

— Craig Chew, 
Oakland police officer 


officers already had identified 
Denovo as the intruder and knew 
she was armed with a machete 

and knife. ... 

“They were all just signs she 
was there to commit a murder 
and basically assassinate the 
chancellor and his wife,’ Chew 

sdid> * *' 

When he entered the house, 
Chew said, the Tiens had leaked 
themselves in their second-floor 
bedroom. With his gun drawn 
and his dog beside him, Chew 
said he jo ined otlWicf ficers an 
searched the ba^efnclll 


bcdl CUCU ~ - -. *3 

ground floor of the mansion. 

When they got to the second 
floor, some officers led the Tlfens 
to safety, while Chew and other 
officers went inside another bed¬ 
room about 20 feet from where 
the Tiens had been. 

The officers immediately 
sensed Denovo was nearby “be¬ 
cause the dog was alerting on the 
door” to an adjacent bathroom, 
Chew said. 

Chew said he went into the 
bathroom and was about to open 
a door to an adjoining bedroom 
and send the dog in, when Deno¬ 
vo “grabbed the handle’ from 
the other side “and swung it 
open.” 

Chew said the dog then ran 
into the bedroom past Denovo. 

“It happened so fast that there 
was no opportunity to utilize the 
dog. He didn’t have the oppor¬ 
tunity to recognize the threat 
and engage (it),” Chew said. 

Chew said Denovo then lunged 
at him with the machete before 
he could try to subdue her. 

“It was physically impossible 
because I had my back against 
the wall and I was off balance, 
he said. “There’s no way I can 
physically control her before she 
would have killed me. 

“I had no choice but to shoot. 
No one wants to take someone’s 
life, and no police officer wants 
to do it in their career,” Chew 
said. “I don’t want to do it 

again.” , n 

Despite having two close calls 
with death in the last year, Chew 
said he has no intention of leav¬ 
ing police work. 

“I made a commitment to my¬ 
self and the dog. It sounds kind 
of corny, but I don’t want some¬ 
body else’s actions to alter my 
goals.” 




Police: Denovo 
disguised herself 
to kill chancellor 


By Daniel Vasquez 
Tribune elan writer 

After crudely dyeing her hair 
and donning surgical gloves. Ro¬ 
sebud Abigail Denovo was well 
into an intricate plot to assas¬ 
sinate the UC-Berkeley chancel¬ 
lor when an Oakland police offi¬ 
cer fired the shots that killed 
her, a police investigation found 
The report released yesterday 
by the University of California 
at Berkeley police said that 
when officers arrived at the 
campus home of Chancellor 
Chang-Lin Tien, Denovo was hid¬ 
ing and may have attempted to 
ambush the Oakland police offi¬ 
cer who shot and killed her. 

“In my mind, her intentions 
were to cause serious bodily 
harm or to kill,” said UC police 
Lt. Patrick Carroll. 

Police also said that Denovo 
was acting alone when she broke 
into the mansion where Tien and 
his wife, Di-Hwa, were sleeping 
at 5:51 a.m. Tuesday. 

Initially, there was specula¬ 


tion Denovo’s boyfriend, Andrew 
Barnum, was involved in the plot 
to kill the chancellor, but that 
has been dismissed by officials. 

“Based on the evidence, I be¬ 
lieve Denovo was alone in her 
plans,” said Carroll. 

Barnum was arrested later 
Tuesday and charged with bat¬ 
tery against a police officer dur¬ 
ing a daylong protest by Peo¬ 
ple’s Park activists who had 
been longtime friends of Deno¬ 
vo. „ 

— Oak land police officer,£jaiSU 
(Chewnarrowly escaped injury 
Vom the machete-wielding De¬ 
novo, who hid in wait for him as 
he searched the home with his 
police dog, Nero, police said. 

Holding an 18-inch machete, 
Denovo hid behind a bedroom 
door that led to a bathroom 
where Chew and the dog were 
searching for the woman. 

When Chew reached for the 
doorknob, Denovo mrtled the 

See DEtty/O, Page A-4 
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Activist shot 4 times; 
police feel vindicated 


By Chip Johnson 
and Paul Grabowicz 

Tribune staff writers 


A People's Park protester 
killed Aug. 25 when she broke 
into the UC-Berkeley chancel¬ 
lor’s home was shot at least four 
times bv a police officer and 
two bullets struck her back and 
shoulder, according to an autop¬ 
sy released yesterday. 

Police said the report by the 
Alameda County Coroner’s Of¬ 
fice supports their initial claims 
that Oakland police officer 
CraigyChew'f shooting of Rose¬ 
bud DenovoT 19, was justified. 
“The report reinforced our 
■conclusions that the shooting 
was in self-defense,” said Victo¬ 
ria Harrison, university police 
chief. “There were no surpris- 
es.” 

Reports released yesterday by 
the coroner’s office state that 
Denovo died after suffering se¬ 
vere injuries to her heart, lungs, 
spinal cord and trachea caused 
by four gunshot wounds. 

Toxicology tests on Denovo’s 
body also found no traces of 
drugs or alcohol. 

UC-Berkeley and Oakland po¬ 
lice investigators said no deter¬ 
mination can be made to estab¬ 
lish the sequence of shots fired 
based on the coroner’s report. 

Chew, who is more than 6 feet 
tall, said he fired four shots from 
his semiautomatic pistol at the 
5-foot, 3-inch Denovo as she 
burst in on him in a bathroom. 
Chew said he fell backward as 
Denovo lunged at him, swinging 
a machete in her right hand. 

The autopsy report states the 
four bullets that struck Denovo 
included: 

■ A bullet that hit Denovo in 
the front of her neclf. It traveled 


SY, ca 


See AUTOPSY, Back Page 
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ourtcle 
in Denovo 


By Paul Grabowicz 

Tribune staff writer 


The Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office has ruled that 
j^JO^nd Police Officer t Craig 
fChew j was “acting lawfully" 
when he fatally shot a machete- 
wielding People’s Park activist 
two months ago inside the UC- 
Berkeley chancellor’s house. 

In an investigative report on 
the Aug. 25 shooting, the district 
attorney’s office said another 
Oakland police officer, Martin 
Hughes, saw Rosebud Denovo 
wildly swing the machete at 
Chew before he shot her. 

The shooting occurred after 
Denovo broke into the chancel¬ 
lor’s residence on the University 
of California campus, and l C of¬ 
ficers called Oakland police for 
assistance in searching for her. 

An autopsy report released 
two weeks ago said Chew shot 
Denovo four times, twice in the 
front of her body and once each 


novo’s family said he was 

satisfied” uiih the r , 

Cially sjnet D- novi , 


'not 


s officer 


hooting 


Chew’s killing of Rosebud 
inovo is ruled self-defense. 


the back and back of her 
loulder. 

jThe district attorney’s report 
was completed this week’ 
id the wounds to Denovo’s 
tek could have occurred when 
e was “moving forward 
as swinging violently with 
achete,” exposing the 
fr shoulder and her 
lew’s line of fire. 

There is nothing in 
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Br ’ she was killed. 
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sy report that clearly contra¬ 
dicts the reported observations 
of either Officer Chew or Off¬ 
icer Hughes/* said the district 
attorney’s office, which investi¬ 
gates police shootings to deter¬ 
mine if any law was violated. 

The report concluded Chew 
“was acting lawfully when he 
shot and killed Ms. Denovo,” be¬ 
cause he was defending his own 
life and there was an “imminent 
danger” Denovo was going to 
“commit a forcible and atro¬ 
cious crime.” 

Police have said Denovo ap¬ 
parently broke into the resi¬ 
dence to assassinate Chancellor 
Chang-Lin Tien and his wife. 

Officials at the district attor¬ 
ney’s office declined comment 
on the report, and UC police offi¬ 
cials could not be reached. 

Oakland Police Chief George 
Hart said, “We regret the inci¬ 
dent and we regret the death of 
the woman, but we feel the offi¬ 
cer did what he had to do under 
the circumstances. I was confi¬ 
dent the district attorney’s in¬ 
vestigation would verify that.” 

An attorney representing De- 
novo’s family said he was “not 
satisfied” with the report, * 
daily since Den 
twice in the back. 
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raises a plausible question as fi 
their (authorities’) story,” sail 
David Beauvais. 

“I’m going to have the autopsy 
report reviewed by a pathologist 
who can tell me whether it’s con¬ 
sistent with what they’re say 
ing,” he said. 

Beauvais also complained au¬ 
thorities have not released the* 
police reports on the shooting. 

“They have refused to turn 
over any of the police reports, so 
I they’re asking us to accept on 
faith what’s in those reports,” he 
l said. 

Beauvais said he also has re- 
f quested an internal affairs in- 
I vestigation by UC police — 
J which is being considered by the 
I chancellor’s office — and has 
I “not ruled out” the possibility of 
8 a lawsuit. 

The district attorney’s office 
1 stated its investigation included 
1 reviewing all the police reports, 
the coroner’s report and state¬ 
ments by UC-Berkeley and Oak¬ 
land police officers, as well as 
interviewing Officers Chew andj 
Hughes, Chancellor Tien and his 
wife, and a man who received a 
phone call from Denovo just be- 
he was killed. 

• district attorney’s report 
ihe first encounter police 


Ily’ in activist’s death 


g 


had with Denovo in the chancel¬ 
lor’s home came when a UC serj 
geant, responding to a silent 
alarm, saw her come down <* 
stairway armed with a 20-inel| 
machete and 8-inch huntin 
knife. 

When the officer yelled at hei| 
to drop her weapons, she dis|! 
carded the hunting knife buJ 
“raised the machete to a striking, 
position and stood there” for all* 
most five minutes before fleeinj 
further into the house. 

Denovo then telephoned 
friend and said she was “a 
Tien’s place and they’re going t 
kill me. I just called to say good 
bye,” the district attorney’s re| 
port stated. 

Denovo also wrote a note pro 
testing UC’s construction of vol 
leyball and basketball courts a 
People’s Park and pledging, “W< 
are willing to die for this piece o: 
land! ARE YOU?” 

Oakland officers got involve) 
when UC police requested a ca 
ine unit to help search the hous- 

Chew, his dog, and three mon 
officers went into the house an 
freed the chancellor and his wif 
from a bedroom in which the;| 
had locked themselves. 

Chew then went to a bathroo :! 
that connected with a roo u 
where officers outside had rfl 


ported seeing movement. The 
dog began barking at the door to 
that room, and when Chew tried 
to open the door, it was pulled 
from the other side. 

“Ms. Denovo stepped into the 
bathroom and swung her mach¬ 
ete from above her head ... and 
across her body, (the blade pass¬ 
ing) within inches of Officer 
Chew’s left shoulder and chest,” 
the district attorney’s report 
said. 

Chew “stumbled backward 
and fired his weapon” as he fell 
against a bath tub and wall. De¬ 
novo continued advancing and 
“swung the machete in a back¬ 
hand motion,” its tip “narrowly 
(missing) the upper chest” of 
Chew, according to the report. 

Chew fired a total of four 
shots before Denovo finally fell 
forward on her face. 

Officer Hughes generally con¬ 
firmed this account, according 
to the report, saying he saw De¬ 
novo “swinging the machete at 
Officer Chew” and then heard 
four shots. 

“It was not until Ms. Denovo 
swung her machete and rushed 
... toward Officer Chew that he 
fired his weapon,” the district 
attorney’s report concluded. 

— Tribune staff writer Harry 
Harris contributed to this report. 
















